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these demand-generated rates in the
same manner as commercial adver-
tisers;

(4) An approximation of the likeli-
hood of preemption for each kind of
preemptible time; and

(5) An explanation of the system’s
sales practices, if any, that are based
on audience delivery, with the stipula-
tion that candidates will be able to
purchase this kind of time, if available
to commercial advertisers.

(c) Once disclosure is made, systems
shall negotiate in good faith to actu-
ally sell time to candidates in accord-
ance with the disclosure.

[57 FR 210, Jan. 3, 1992, as amended at 57 FR
27709, June 22, 1992]

§ 76.207 Political file.
(a) Every cable television system

shall keep and permit public inspection
of a complete and orderly record (polit-
ical file) of all requests for cablecast
time made by or on behalf of a can-
didate for public office, together with
an appropriate notation showing the
disposition made by the system of such
requests, and the charges made, if any,
if the request is granted. The ‘‘disposi-
tion’’ includes the schedule of time
purchased, when spots actually aired,
the rates charged, and the classes of
time purchased.

(b) When free time is provided for use
by or on behalf of candidates, a record
of the free time provided shall be
placed in the political file.

(c) All records required by this para-
graph shall be placed in the political
file as soon as possible and shall be re-
tained for a period of two years. As
soon as possible means immediately
absent unusual circumstances.

[57 FR 212, Jan. 3, 1992]

§ 76.209 Fairness doctrine; personal at-
tacks; political editorials.

(a) A cable television system oper-
ator engaging in origination
cablecasting shall afford reasonable op-
portunity for the discussion of con-
flicting views on issues of public im-
portance.

NOTE: See public notice, ‘‘Applicability of
the Fairness Doctrine in the Handling of
Controversial Issues of Public Importance,’’
29 FR 10415.

(b) When, during such origination
cablecasting, an attack is made upon
the honesty, character, integrity, or
like personal qualities of an identified
person or group, the cable television
system operator shall, within a reason-
able time and in no event later than
one (1) week after the attack, transmit
to the person or group attacked:

(1) Notification of the date, time, and
identification of the cablecast;

(2) A script or tape (or an accurate
summary if a script or tape is not
available) of the attack; and

(3) An offer of a reasonable oppor-
tunity to respond over the system’s fa-
cilities.

(c) The provisions of paragraph (b) of
this section shall not apply to cable-
cast material which falls within one or
more of the following categories:

(1) Personal attacks on foreign
groups or foreign public figures;

(2) Personal attacks occurring during
uses by legally qualified candidates.

(3) Personal attacks made during
cablecasts not included in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section and made by le-
gally qualified candidates, their au-
thorized spokespersons or those associ-
ated with them in the campaign, on
other such candidates, their authorized
spokespersons or persons associated
with the candidates in the campaign;
and

(4) Bona fide newscasts, bona fide
news interviews, and on-the-spot cov-
erage of bona fide news events (includ-
ing commentary or analysis contained
in the foregoing programs, but, the
provisions of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion shall be applicable to editorials of
the cable television system operator).

(d) Where a cable television system
operator, in an editorial, (1) endorses
or (2) opposes a legally qualified can-
didate or candidates, the system oper-
ator shall, within 24 hours of the edi-
torial, transmit to respectively (i) the
other qualified candidate or candidates
for the same office, or (ii) the can-
didate opposed in the editorial, (a) no-
tification of the date, time, and chan-
nel of the editorial; (b) a script or tape
of the editorial; and (c) an offer of a
reasonable opportunity for a candidate
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